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Turning Point for Student Response System 
(aka Clickers) 

(may be installed on office, classroom and personal computer) 
 
 
1.  Click on the TurningPoint 2008 icon on your desktop  
 
 
2.  Open or create a PowerPoint with the specific question slides you will use for 
your presentation or class – save the PowerPoint (may want to name it 
something different than your original PowerPoint.)  You will use this toolbar to 
set up the question slides: 
 

 
 
 
 

Insert a Slide  
To insert a slide into a presentation...  

1. In TurningPoint, open a presentation or create a new presentation. 

2. Select Insert Slide from the TurningPoint toolbar. 

The Insert Slide menu opens.  

3. Select the type of slide you would like to insert from the Insert Slide menu. 
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TurningPoint inserts the new slide into your presentation.  

Depending on what type of slide you selected, the new slide may contain question 
and answer regions and a chart.  

Find information about the different slide types in types of slides. 

Composition of a Slide 

 
1 Question region - "Enter question text..."  
2 Answer region - "Enter answer text..."  
3 Chart region - This example is a vertical bar chart. Charts can be positioned anywhere 

on the slide.  

Additionally, depending on your TurningPoint settings, the slide may contain answer, 
response, and countdown indicators or other objects. Find more information on adding or 
changing these objects in add objects. 

1. Edit the text in the question region to reflect the question you would like to ask 
the audience. 

2. Edit the text in the answer region to reflect the choices the audience will have 
when responding to the question. 

You may enter up to ten answers in the answer region.  

Repeat this procedure as many times as needed to create your interactive 
presentation.  

 

Chart Slides  
The first set of six slides (above the first divider in the menu) insert a template slide with 
a chart of the specified type: vertical, horizontal, 3D pie, distributed pie, offset, or 
doughnut. The chart shows the results of the audience's choices for each answers.  

The six chart slides in the Insert Slide menu each contain the following:  

·  A question area with the text "Enter question text..." 

·  An answer area with the text "Enter answer text..." 

·  A chart of the specified type: vertical, horizontal, 3D pie, distributed pie, offset, or 
doughnut. 
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Charts are objects on the TurningPoint slide that can be moved and resized just like 
ordinary objects. You can change the type of chart on a TurningPoint slide by following 
the instructions in change chart types. 

Vertical Slide  

The vertical slide contains a bar chart with vertical bars for each answer.  

Horizontal Slide  

The horizontal slide contains a bar chart with horizontal bars for each answer. Each bar 
displays behind the corresponding answer in the answer region.  

3D Pie Slide  

The 3D pie slide contains a three-dimensional pie chart with a slice for each answer and a 
key indicating the color representing each answer.  

Distributed Pie Slide  

The distributed pie slide is similar to the 3D pie slide except the slices are shown 
separated from each other.  

Offset Slide  

The offset slide contains a bar chart with horizontal bars for each answer. Each bar is 
shown directly below the corresponding answer in the answer region.  

Doughnut Slide  

The doughnut slide contains a pie chart with a hollow center with a slice for each answer 
and a key indicating the color representing each answer.  

Change Chart Types by Inserting Objects 
You can change the type of chart on a TurningPoint slide using the Insert Object menu.  

To change a chart's type...  

1. Navigate to the TurningPoint slide in your presentation on which you would like 
to change the chart. 

2. Select Insert Object from the TurningPoint toolbar. 

The Insert Object menu opens.  

3. Select Charts to display the Charts submenu. 

4. Select the type of chart you would like to appear on the slide. 
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When you select the chart type, TurningPoint changes the chart on your slide to 
match the type.  

Save the Presentation Slides  
Your TurningPoint slides are saved as part of your regular PowerPoint (.ppt) presentation 
file. You can share this file with other TurningPoint users.  

Note  

You can safely open the presentation on computers without 
TurningPoint installed, but you cannot use the TurningPoint features. 
You should not edit the TurningPoint slides on a computer without 
TurningPoint installed.  

To save your presentation...  

1. Select File > Save As... from the PowerPoint menu. 

The Save As window opens.  

2. Select a location to save the file and type a filename for the file in the space 
provided. 

You should keep the .ppt extension in the filename to ensure that PowerPoint 
opens the presentation file.  

3. Select the Save button to save your file. 

TurningPoint saves all of the presentation level settings that you defined in the 
Settings menu to the presentation itself. When you open the presentation on a 
different computer, the saved presentation settings are used instead of the 
computer's default settings. This function preserves your custom settings so that 
you do not have to reapply them every time you open a presentation on a new 
computer. Find more information on settings in Turning Point Device and 
Settings Management on the Turning Point Website. There is more information 
on settings in the Help section by clicking on the question mark on the 
Turning Point Toolbar. 
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When you are ready to use the Student 
Response System in the Classroom: 
 
1.  Plug  the receiver in a USB port on the monitor or computer 
 

2.  Click on the TurningPoint 2008 icon on your desktop  
 
 
3.  Open the presentation which contains the questions by clicking on File – 
Open and navigate to the ppt  
 
4.  Click on Reset  then on Session (on the Turning Point Toolbar) and the charts 

will go to 0%   
 
5.  Start the presentation slide show  
 
6.  Advance  through the slides having the participants answer the questions by 
using the enter, arrows or mouse click (same as a normal PowerPoint) 
 

This toolbar will display when the PowerPoint is in slide show mode.  Run the 
cursor over the icon to see what they are to be used for. F9 toggles the 
toolbar  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turns on toolbar 
title bar so you can 
MOVE the toolbar 
out of the way 

Allows you to ins ert 
a slide on the “fly” 



 
 

Elizabeth D. Larzelere, Instructional Technologist 
Center for Excellence in Learning and Teaching (CEL T) 

 
 
7.  Click on the Save icon (floppy disk) on the Turning Point Toolba r to save 
your session.  If you are in a classroom, it is best to save your session to a thumb 
drive. It is important that you use the Save icon on the Turning Point Toolbar.  
Using the regular PowerPoint toolbar File – Save co mmand will NOT save 
the data. 
 

8.  Reports can be generated by opening the session using the Tools – Turning 
Reports command on the Turning Point Toolbar. 

 

 
 
 


